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From the Dean of School 

 

Happy Friday!  
 
Welcome back from Winter Break.  March can be considered one of the 
busiest months of the year with standardized testing starting and a race to 
the end of third quarter.  
 
Please know there is no school on Friday, March 15, 2019 because of the 
annual Best Practices Professional Development Seminars that Founders 
hosts in collaboration with the NH Alliance for Public Charter Schools.  
 
Have a great weekend!  
 
With gratitude,  
Maureen Mooney 
Dean of School 

 

Mission in Action: Computer Science 

Students learn about digital citizenship throughout computer science courses. In addition, they 
focus on development of apps, 3D printed models, and inquiry based iterative design which are all 
technology based entrepreneur skills. 
 
~Ms. Marcotte 

 

From the Director of Faculty: Snow Days Update 

We have had 4 days of school canceled this school year. Our plan is to allow 5 days to be canceled 
before we begin snow packets. This means we have one more day before we begin using snow 
packets. Please keep in mind, a snow packet day can only be used if school is canceled due to 
inclement weather. Be aware of the fact that if we have another snow day, it will NOT be a snow 
packet day. If we have two more snow days, the first will NOT be a snow packet day but the second 
WILL be a snow packet day. Please read the email and listen to the phone message carefully to 
know whether we are having a snow packet day or not. 
 

 

Student Services Update by Ms. Stewart 

Dear Founders Community, 
 
Hopefully you and your families have had a wonderful winter break! I enjoyed some much needed 
time to play with my grandsons and to catch up on reading and work around the house. I am glad to 

http://www.nhcharterschools.org/


be back to school to see all of our students, rested and ready to finish the school year on a high 
note. 
 
Parenting teenagers in this digital age has some particular challenges. It is vitally important to 
understand the online world our children exist in. An issue that comes up from time to time is the 
vulnerability of some teens to trendy social media challenges. Some of these viral social media 
challenges seem harmless and even support good causes, such as the ice bucket challenge for 
ALS. The mannequin challenge is just silly fun, and nobody gets hurt. Others are fairly concerning, 
like the saltine challenge and the cinnamon challenge, but are not likely to cause long lasting harm. 
Recently, some parents have asked about the more dangerous social media challenges, like blue 
whale, the choking game and momo, which have proven fatal in some instances. Blue whale is a 
particularly disturbing challenge that encourages participants to record themselves performing acts 
of self-harm and ends in suicide. What all of these social media challenges have in common is that 
participants are encouraged to make a video of themselves participating and post the video on 
social media. While it is developmentally appropriate for teens to push the boundaries, social media 
has pushed some of our children into dangerous territory. 
 
What can we do as parents and educators about this problem? We can educate ourselves about 
the digital landscape our kiddos are looking at. We can try to stay up to date on the things they are 
seeing and hearing and talking about (but they will likely be one step ahead of us). We can turn to 
trusted sources like Common Sense Media to help us to navigate the online world of young people. 
More importantly, we can talk to teens about our values, our expectations, and the dangers that are 
out there. We can empower teens to stand up for themselves and each other, to firmly say no to 
harmful behaviors, and to seek out positive and life-affirming ways to meet the need to push limits. 
We can also take control of our young people’s access to digital media during unsupervised time, 
restricting use of devices in the bedroom and during nighttime hours. Research tells us that keeping 
devices out of the bedroom goes a long way toward keeping kids safe online.  
 
Below are some sources for further information. If you are concerned about what your teen is doing 
online, start with a conversation. If you need support, please feel free to reach out to myself or 
Angela Parent, our school counselor. 
 
Dangerous Social Media Trends Among Teens familyeducation.com 
Gloucester Police Warn Parents of the Momo Challenge NBC Boston 
13 Online Challenges Your Kid Already Knows About Common Sense Media 
Why Teenagers Get Suckered in Social Media Dares Newsweek 
 
If you have any questions, concerns, or information you want to share, please do not hesitate to 
contact us.  
Respectfully, 
Paula Stewart, Director of Student Services 
Paula.stewart@tfanh.org 
  

 

https://www.familyeducation.com/facebook/dangerous-social-media-trends-among-teens-0
https://www.nbcboston.com/news/local/Gloucester-Police-Warns-Parents-of-the-Momo-Challenge-506436331.html
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/viral-youtube-challenges-internet-stunts-popular-with-kids
https://www.newsweek.com/2016/05/27/teens-social-media-dares-459419.html


 

TICKETS ON SALE TODAY (3/8/19) - Calendar Raffle to Benefit the Annual Fund! 

The next Calendar Raffle to benefit the school's Annual Fund is coming up soon.  The raffle will be 
held April 1st thru April 30th with total cash prizes to be awarded of $2,500.  To make this 
fundraiser a huge success, we need all of our Founders families to get involved.  Each student will 
be sent home with a packet containing a letter explaining the raffle and 10 raffle tickets to be sold 
or purchased.  Tickets are $10 each and the sales period goes through April 30, 2019.  Beginning 
April 1st, one ticket will be drawn daily and the winner will be awarded that day’s prize of $50, $100 
or $250.  The great part is the winning ticket is re-entered into the drawing and is eligible to win all 
month long.  Extra tickets (in multiples of 10) are available at the front desk to those willing and 
able to sell more.  Prizes will be awarded to the top 3 students who sell the most.  Winners can be 
viewed online here.  
If you have any questions, please email Lauren Brouillette at lauren.brouillette@tfanh.org. 
Your support and participation is much appreciated! 

 

 

 

 

http://www.thefoundersacademy.org/giving/monthly_raffle


School News  

Founders Academy Annual John Stark Day Celebration 

You're invited to the Second Annual General John Stark Day Breakfast at The Founders Academy 
Public Charter School! 
 

 
 
Please join us to celebrate a New Hampshire holiday honoring a Revolutionary hero - General John 
Stark! See RSA 4:13-1. Come for an annual event to honor a prominent New Hampshire native with 
breakfast, fellowship, and performances! 
 
Date: Monday, April 8, 2019 - John Stark Day (second Monday in April per RSA 4:13-1) 
 
Time: 8:00am - 9:00am  
 
Location: The Founders Academy Public Charter School, 5 Perimeter Road, Manchester, New 
Hampshire.  See directions here. 
 
RSVP: Please RSVP to "administration@tfanh.org" by April 4, 2019.  Seating is limited. 
 
Program: 
8:00am - 8:20am: Buffet breakfast catered by the Puritan Backroom Restaurant. 
 
8:20am - 8:24am: Welcome, introduction and introduction of student color guard by student emcees 
Allison O. and Emily A.. 
 
8:24am: Student color guard in Revolutionary attire and Pledge of Allegiance with the National 
Anthem sung by Ms. Cormier. 
 
8:26am - 8:30am: Patriotic songs by Founders' students conducted by Ms. Jane Cormier:  "America 
the Beautiful" performed by a small group, and "In Flanders Fields" performed by Chorus 4. 
 
8:30am - 8:45am: "Living Revolutionary Art" performed and narrated by Founders' art and theatre 
students. 
 

http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/i/4/4-13-l.htm
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/i/4/4-13-l.htm
http://www.thefoundersacademy.org/contact_us/driving_directions
mailto:administration@tfanh.org
https://www.puritanbackroom.com/


8:45am: Thank you and opportunity to support (Emily A. and Allison O.); Suggested donation: $40  
 
8:55am: Closing remarks (Dean Maureen Mooney). 
 
Tickets can be purchased here: http://www.thefoundersacademy.org/giving/john_stark_day 
 

 

In the Classroom: Integrated Physical Science 

Three engineers from Allen & Major Associates, Inc. took time out of their day to visit Mrs. 
Galambos's Integrated Physical Science students. The engineers connected their work and careers 
to the concepts students are learning about. The students did an impressive job answering 
questions (and earning prizes in the processes). Founders Academy is fortunate to have business 
partnerships that enrich the learning of our students! 

 

 

Science Bowl 

The Founders team did an excellent job at the Science Bowl in Boston on February 23rd and are 
motivated to do even better next year. 

http://www.thefoundersacademy.org/giving/john_stark_day




 

 

Pi Day! 

It's that time again: "Pi day" is coming up on March 14th!  We will once again be serving pie during 
lunches on that day.  We are asking for donations of pies; if you can donate one or more please 
bring them to the school on March 14th.  Thank you for your generosity!  
 
~Mrs. Nichols 



 

 

The Prelude Institute on Cybersecurity for High School Graduates 

This week, the Dean met with Spencer Thompson the Founder and CEO of The Prelude Institute. 
The Prelude Institute is an innovative post-high school education option for students interested in 
considering paths other than a 2 or 4 year college degree - is coming next month to Manchester’s 
Millyard. Prelude presents a rigorous 6 month program designed to train people, from zero 
experience, to become cyber security analysts. Studies show that there are 3 million unfilled 
cybersecurity positions in our country, with attractive starting salaries. Prelude’s first class is 
scheduled to launch on April 30, taught by an internationally renowned cybersecurity expert and NH 
resident, Ed Moyle, and they are looking for students to join.  For more information visit 
www.preludeinstitute.com/ 

 
 

 

 

http://www.preludeinstitute.com/


Volunteer Opportunities/Donations/Fundraising 

 

PTSA Summer Send-off 

The PTSA is so excited to host our first annual Summer send off! We are in the process of planning 
an exciting event for May 31st. We are looking for items to add to raffle baskets that we will have 
available at this event.   If you would like to donate any new items for the Summer Send off/ Bingo 
Night raffle baskets please let us know.  Some of the themes that we are promoting include: Grilling 
(grilling accessories/ outdoor items), Beach or pool theme (water accessories), Movie night 
(movies/ popcorn/ tickets to a theater), Red White and Blue (patriotic themed items), Rainy Day 
(board games, cards), and an Art themed basket (accessories for painting, drawing or any other art 
theme).  
If you are interested in supporting this fun activity, please let me know.  If you are shopping and can 
pick up something that fits one of these themes, please send the item to school marked for the 
“PTSA Raffle Basket” and we will be sure to use it in one of these exciting baskets. 
 
Thank you for your donations we are looking forward to this being a great event! 
Email with any questions: PTSA@tfanh.org, Jennifer.nelson@tfanh.org, theresa.carey@tfanh.org.  

 

Donors Choose: Mrs. Fortier 

Mural Making Materials 
 
Help me give my students the tools to continue to reach new heights in creating murals and other 
large collaborative art projects. 
 

 

Donors Choose: Mr. Fernandes 

The Merry Adventures of Robin Hood and My Seventh Graders! 
 
Help me give my students each an opportunity to access the novel The Merry Adventures of Robin 
Hood by Howard Pyle, while relieving the stress of the financial element. 
 

 

Donors Choose: Ms. Mote 

Setting The Stage For Learning 
 
Help me give my students a place to work by making my classroom multi-purpose. My classroom 
doubles as a rehearsal space and is home to a variety of classes. 
 

https://www.donorschoose.org/project/mural-making-materials/3949291/
https://www.donorschoose.org/project/the-merry-adventures-of-robin-hood-and-m/3949284/
https://www.donorschoose.org/project/setting-the-stage-for-learning/3946879/


 

Dime Challenge Update 

Well the Dimes are adding up.  We have filled the bottle 1/3 of the way and we didn't start until 
October.  I think we can fill it by the end of the year.  Bring in your dimes to fill the bottle.  The funds 
will go to Random Acts of Kindness. Thank you. 
 
Ms. Nichols 

 
 

 

Most Needed Items (updated 3/8) 

Founders relies heavily on donations for some of our essential items needed around the school. 
Below are the most needed at this time: 
 
Paper Towels 
 
Clip-Boards 
 

 
 
Sewing Club Most Wanted Items: 
Thank you for your continued donations.  Please check out Sewing Club's Most Wanted Items. 
We are SEW happy for your support! 
 

 
 
Mrs. Fortier's Art Class Needed Supplies: updated 3/8 
 
*Rolling Pins 
* Empty Talenti or Sorbeto containers 
* Step-Ladder 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-YSyIIOFe4c0T-iz3USLVvAigST68MrWInYUb7SVQk4/edit


 

 

 

Other 
 

School Calendar 

Regularly check the school calendar online link:   http://www.thefoundersacademy.org/calendar 
 
Grid format:  http://thefoundersacademy.org/calendar/2018%20-%2019%20School%20Calendar 
 
NOTE:  Dates are continuously added and possibly changed throughout the year.  Please check 
the online school calendar regularly. 

 

Founders on Social Media! 

Be sure to follow Founders on Facebook here:    
 
Founders' Facebook Carpooling Group:  https://www.facebook.com/groups/123952141583545/ 
 
Founders' Facebook Volunteering Parents Group: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1527282857342512/ 
 

Be sure to follow Founders on Twitter here:         

Check out Founders Youtube Channel here:      
 

http://www.thefoundersacademy.org/calendar
http://thefoundersacademy.org/calendar/2018%20-%2019%20School%20Calendar
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Founders-Academy-Public-Charter-School/675459439135607?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/groups/123952141583545/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1527282857342512/
https://twitter.com/foundersnh
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxkvGKi5ww_-pR8f7_A5yrw
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